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This time, the cowboys and Indians are in it together. Words and art by Gary Morton.

Fn'c«is’

As T write this, T am camped ot a remote place eulled bower Elk onthe
Mesexlero ﬂ.par,(/\c. Reservation. Tt is o paaceﬁ:l , quiel, and sometimes loaesome
P(acc.. 1 am sorrovaded by some of Gaods Lenest ereation but it is also
o rosgh 'h“ﬁl\ place on horses and cowboys. T have beea here alone £
about six weeks bit prlur to thet there was a erew with we,

het me fole you back o the moith of March, my pardner and T hed
[ﬁ,ﬁeﬂ _?g.ﬁ'l‘ ot -I_{'.: ﬂ'ihck Ilom(awis QMI were ta 'H'\c. precess a‘(: f‘cc-c.wms
the F-n'f of Yoo Mexican sfeers. Tke. RGS“ da.'t‘son s ‘{LO)OOO acees (n

the Sacramento Mountains of southern New Mexico. The
elevation ranges from 5,700 feet to 12,000 feet. It is covered
with rocks, trees (mostly pine, pifion, and juniper) and grass.
The lower elevations even support Spanish dagger and ocotil-
lo. The highest portion is above timberline.

We had a crew of four to start and later there were five.
The cattle we care for are good Mexicans, mostly from the
state of Sonora. Primarily Charolais cross and presumably
yearlings. These cattle came to us weighing about 500
pounds. We kept them in traps while roping and doctoring
those that needed it. They were prowled daily and those that
were doctored were marked as to the date of treatment. Most
recovered and went on to do well.

The Res has little in the way of facilities. Corrals and traps
are few and far between. There is housing for tribal members
but there is none for nontribal folks like us. Therefore we had
camps in three locations for the length of our lease. These
camps were scattered from the southeast corner to the north-
west corner. Two of these camps contained two hands each
and one hand stayed alone at another camp. Camps were
sited based on the location of the cattle, the availability of
horse traps, and corrals.

Rinconada camp was a small cabin, Lower Indian was a
camp trailer,and Lower Elk was a tent camp. Lower Elk is the
only camp remaining and I am here trying to gather the last
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of the remnants, This tent camp consisted of two David Ellis
wall tents from Colorado, These tents are made of the best
canvas available and have a unigue A-frame ridgepele system
that requires no center pode inside the tent. One tert was used
for sleeping quarters and the other was a cook tent..[ also had
two cowbay teepess, one which | slept in and the other was
used for storage.

Since the crew is no longer here, I have moved into the
cook tent. This one is equipped with a wood-burning cylin-
der stove, which can make tent living toler-
able. March and April weather included
several snows and now in October and
November it is snowing again. Other than
the obvious discomfort, the snow can be
helpful in finding remnants.

At this point [ should tell you about the
Mescalero Apache people and their man-
agement of their land. All Indian lands are
sovereign nations; this status is well under-
stood and highly valued by the Indian peo-
ple. They protect their sovereignty
vigorously. While reservation land is
administered by the Bureau of Indian

“A Life Less Orfimmey, ™ 307240 aeredic by (Gary Movior

Affairs, the Indians have the authority to manage their lands
with little outside interference. Consequently, the forest on the
reservation is much better managed than the surrounding
land managed by the Forest Service. Timber is harvested,
undergrowth is controlled by an active thinning and burning
program, and grazing is considered good for the land.

The Res is watered mostly by wells and pipaines. This
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infrastructure has suffered the effects of time, multiple man-
agers, and too little maintenance. Cattle manager Jimmy
Clark has done a good job of overseeing the restoration of
wells and pipelines to water wildlife and livestock. The reser-
vation is home to a large elk population that is well known
among hunters for producing large bulls.

The tribe maintains a herd of mother cows which is cared
for by Indian cowboys. Wild horses are abundant on the Res
and the horse remains a revered part of Mescalero culture. |
remember asking my friend Max Evans, author of many
books, including “The Rounders™ and “Hi Lo Country;” if he
had any advice about my adventure to the Apache lands. He
said, “Indians have always respected a good cowboy, it’s the
closest thing left to their heritage.”

He was right; we got along real well with most There is a
faction of the Indian people who do not trust outsiders, and
given their history, it is understandable. [ feel we Fave alot in

commaon with the Indians—our government tried to elimi

*The Crash of Thusder, ™ 2406 acrdie by Gary Moviom,

Jo & RANMGE MAGATINE = SPRING 2000

nate them, and now the government is trying to eliminate
rural folks in general. I might point out that the government
was not successful then and it won't be now. Our individual
states could learn something from the Native Americans
about sovereign states’ rights.

Our intention was to show a handsome profit at the end of
the season. This was a gamble on our part and, as we all know,
sometimes gamblers lose. What we got was one heck of an
experience. I am richer because of my nine months on the
reservation. We saw a wild land that few have seen, and not
only did we see it, we lived and worked there. There is satisfac-
tion in getting the job done in tough circumstances and we
had plenty of those. More often than not, we trotted over high
mountains and across rough canvons before we coubd even
start the work at hand. Many days urned into nights before
we unsaddled. The cowboy crew rose to the occasion without
complaint. When things got tough, one of the guys would

always say, “but don't we get to work in a wonderful place.”




“Frrst Daiy of Spring,” 12751 3- 12" watercolor by frary Morto.

It was qm‘f'; ﬁ,-ffv-g;f [ 4t withess the elk and wild horsec be
wild Bewrs and ratilecs visited oor Camp more Than once.
Sﬁ:ﬂdffe hﬂrr:: Jﬂn’-—teﬁf 115-.;- wild ﬁf-?-‘lﬂ" Q’f‘ & m{hf: 5 bu‘f refuraced
4 vs. T made %g&,ﬁ.pf that will last a lfetime. We
dida't €l cor smfﬁ with g::-'"d: bot what we ﬁaf" wiis much
more yalscble, Pre we gaﬁﬁ to refurn? LU ler yow know
when the last of the remamants are ﬁﬂ,&efea/.
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