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      Chris turns 40 in June. He’s a little behind 
schedule from where he expected to be—land 
prices have gone crazy, he says, and the com-
petition for ranches is fierce in Gem Valley—
but he’ll catch up. He says his next big 
challenge is getting bigger. He and his part-
ners recently bought another 410 acres of 
mostly irrigated ground. The new place origi-
nally belonged to Chester Call and lies a half-
mile east of Chesterfield. Despite the market 
and competition for land, Banks Land and 
Livestock now owns the two oldest ranches in 
the valley. “There’ve been quite a few out-
siders coming into the valley trying to buy 
water rights,” he says. “We’ve been 
approached to sell ours since we have 1881 
rights, but we’re not selling. 
      “I have these goals of owning ground, 
working cattle, and I’m doing that. But I want 
my boys to be able to do that too. I want what 
I have stewardship over to be better than it 
was when I found it and want my boys to be 
able to make better what they find too.” 
      If Chris has any regrets, it’s that he’s too 
busy right now. “I teach school, run a consult-
ing business, and I ranch. I just don’t know 
how to say no.” But he’s doing what he loves. 
      “Things really don’t change a whole lot 
around here and that’s fine with me,” he says. 
“We go from season to season. We feed cows 
in the winter, go to school in the morning 
and then when we get home, we feed and 
watch cows all night when we’re calving.” As 
of mid-February, they had 73 calves on the 
ground—13 in a single day. “Things are mov-
ing along nicely,” reports Chris. It does, as he 
says, keep him occupied. He doesn’t slow 
down often, but when he does it’s to appreci-
ate what he’s worked for and what he’s been 
blessed with. 
      He’s never doubted he’d be in the Gem 
Valley ranching, raising boys, and doing what 
he loves. A long time ago, he cast a big-loop 
dream and has achieved it (with divine assis-
tance, he knows). He doesn’t spend a lot of 
time thinking about it, but every so often he 
does stop to look at a full moon rising above 
his fields and remember he’s a part of history 
too. Others have walked here before and oth-
ers will walk here after. 
      Then he gets a little misty eyed.  n 

Teri Torell Murrison recently retired from her 
day job and writes (when the muse moves) for 
RANGE from Idaho. She has been telling sto-
ries since 1994 about people who made and are 
still making the West great and considers her-
self blessed to be part of this magazine’s long 
history. Read more at “Dispatches From Out 
West,” www.terimurrison.com. 

To check previous winners, go to RANGE magazine’s Summer, Fall and Winter 
issues at www.rangemagazine.com.
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  SIGNED ___________________________________________________    DATE___________________________

PHOTOGRAPHER’S NAME__________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY______________________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP____________ 

DAYTIME PHONE_________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________

RULES: All rules must be followed and a complet-
ed, signed entry form submitted. One photographer 
per packet and maximum 5 images per person, 
plus fee of $5 per image. 
 
CONTENT: All photos must be of the people, 
places and critters of America’s rangelands. Color 
or black & white. Amateur or professional. Entries 
must be submitted digitally on CD or thumb drive. 
Media will NOT be returned but will be secured at 
RANGE offices or destroyed. 
 
TECHNICAL GUIDELINES: Send high-res 
JPEGs. Minimum Size: 3 megapixels (multiply 
pixel height x width). File Names: Label each 
image with your phone number and a numeral to 
match photo, like this: 775-555-1212-3. No 
names or dates in file name. Include a sheet with 

detailed captions that match your image label.  
     Image Manipulation: No cloning of physical  
objects or major shifts in color or tonalities—that 
means no removing telephone poles or adding 
border collies! Cropping, subtle color corrections 
and contrast adjustments, conversion to B&W, 
and removal of spots are allowed. Photos with 
watermarks, names or date stamps will be dis-
qualified. 
     Image Preparation: Please send us high-    
resolution images to facilitate publication on  
high-quality slick paper. 
 
PERMISSION: Contestants must grant RANGE  
permission to use entries for possible use in mag-
azines, calendars, books, and for other contest 
publicity. Calendar, book, or magazine use (with 
other feature stories) all earn extra money. 

NUMBER OF  IMAGES ENTERED: ______ 

ENTRY FEE @ $5 PER PHOTO ENCL. $_______ 

(Send checks only, payable to RANGE magazine.) 

Entries must be postmarked by Feb. 17. Send to:  
   

   RANGE Outback Roundup 2023 

   106 East Adams, Ste. 201 

   Carson City, NV 89706 

RANGE MAGAZINE’S PHOTO CONTEST
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Best of Show—$223  

1st Place—$175 
2nd Place—$150 
3rd Place—$125 

& Merit Awards—$50 

WINNERS WILL APPEAR IN THE MAGAZINE DURING 2023.  
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BEST OF SHOW, 2022 
“Annie at Work” © Larry Blain
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