
average drinking glass.
While preparing the sweat lodge, Hank

breaks in and out of poetic verse and occa-
sionally lapses back into casual conversation.
He gestures, raising his hands towards the sky
and looking off into the distance. Then he
pauses, smiles, looks around and adds…“you
know?” and lets out a deep hearty sincere
laugh.

At dusk, Hank and the men head down
for a sweat. Hank likes to take a sweat a few
times a week. Traditionally, after the men have
their sweat, the women head down to the
riverbank for their turn.

The next afternoon Hank takes a drive
out through the heart of the reservation, away
from town. He heads towards an overlook of
War Man Mountain. He gets out of the car
and gathers some sage growing along the
ground. He begins to sing deep low notes in
Crow language. A herd of horses grazes near-
by. When he stops singing, the only sound
comes from the horses munching on the
grass.

Back in the car he heads up to a place he
calls Eagle Point, which overlooks Big Horn
Canyon. A small hike leads to a perfect sitting
rock overlooking a spectacular view of the the
canyon’s sheer rock walls. The water sits far
below. Hank says this is one of his favorite
places to just come and think. Although seat-
ed on the rock, Hank is far away. He thinks
aloud in a stream of consciousness, his words
circuitous.

Hank refers to his latest writing. “I just
want to write. I got it all thought out. It’s just a
beautiful piece.” He mentions the frustration
of balancing writing with being a horseman.
“I’m so busy living, I can’t finish what I want
to do.”

More positively, he adds, “I’m moving
along. I’m inching along here…. Meantime, I
just take care of these horses and make sure
my grandkids have safe horses to ride.”

He recites: “There’s nothing but horses
and cattle and the silhouette of the morning
and evening sky,” adding, “that’s still in my
head.”

He hasn’t committed it to paper yet. ■

Jessica Brandi Lifland lives in Northern Cali-
forinia and is working on a book documenting
cowboy poets. She is the Western Folklife Cen-
ter’s official photographer for the National
Cowboy Poetry Gathering. Lifland, a photo-
journalist and documentary photographer, has
been published in magazines and newspapers
worldwide. Her clients include The New York
Times, USA Today, and Via Magazine. She
can be reached at jess@jessicalifland.com.
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BEST OF SHOW, 2008
“Leland and Regina Schneider and
their pups, Brown Cow Camp, 
California” ©  Larry Angier


