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Democratic Party) have against nationalism is
their sincere belief that individual nations are
motivated by hate and that global authority
by its very nature will be kinder and gentler.
The progressive solution is to give up the silly
notion that we’re better than anyone else and
accept that we’re all the same around the
globe. You may remember President Obama
making a remark to that affect, saying he was
sure other countries’ citizens thought they
were exceptional too.
      He and they can think whatever they
want, but it doesn’t make it true. The genius
of what happened in our country was a
diverse population coming together as one
and overthrowing the rule of a king, then
sticking together for a couple of hundred
years and making this new country not only
work but also become the leader of the free
world. Note the word “free.” Not all countries
around the globe are free. Most of those
which are not are under imperial rule by
kings, tyrants and dictators. That is not the
same as national rule. Fonte quotes our old
friend John Locke explaining the value of
nationalism over imperialism by rejecting
“the delivery…of the people into the subjec-
tion of a foreign power, either by the prince or
the legislature” in favor of “an entire, free,
independent society, to be governed by its
own laws.”
      Fonte wraps this discussion up pretty well
when he concludes: “The law of nature and
the natural rights envisioned by the American
Founders were held to be accompanied by an
equal set of duties and virtues commensurate
with those rights, including the republican
virtue of patriotism. Neither Locke nor cer-
tainly the Founders were utopian, but instead
they balanced a belief in reason with an
empirical outlook and a realistic view of
human nature.”
      Utopian views are popular when you’re
young; duty and virtue not so much. And you
have to live a little longer to develop a realistic
view of human nature. We can only hope the
future growth of our youth will “include the
republican virtue of patriotism,” and that the
passage of time will reduce the appeal of
socialism, even while we swim against a tide
of diversity and multiculturalism. It wouldn’t
hurt if more parents could show their kids the
pros and cons of this discussion before they
go to college. Their future depends on it.  n

Jake Cummins is a former Marine lieutenant
colonel and was the executive vice president of
the Montana Farm Bureau Federation and
Foundation for 23 years.

OUT ON THE RANGE

Brothers
Most workhorses get antsy when the loader is piling the
hay on the sled, nipping at each other and pawing,
ready to get on the move. These siblings seem to have
learned patience from past winters at the Dudley Ranch
in Big Hole Valley, Montana.

Words & photo by Cynthia Baldauf.
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