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This map displays the pattern of different surface water feature types across the
country. including perenmial, intermitient and ephemeral sireams. Percanial
streams. penerally contain water thioughout the year, except for periods. of
e drought. Intermittent streams contain water for only part of the year,
whilé ephemeral s iy in i
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other in the datasct, many ephemeral sircams are included in the “inermitient™
catcgory. In addition, some ephemeral sircams in the Sowhwest have bocn
classified as washes. Only recently, and mainly on U_S, Forest Service land, have
streams been adibed 10 the datasel under the “phemeral” category. s0 very fow
streams arc indicated o5 such. The map highlights the predominance of
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The National Wetlands Inventory has been a work in
progress since 1974. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice is the lead agency, but collaborates with other

agencies like the Environmental Protection Agency, | Areas in blue are delineated wetlands. State and county

which is conducting The National Aquatic Resource q 4 boundaries are included. Counties not having any blue or

Survey to “better protect, maintain, and restore water- the blue stops in straight lines have digital mapping data

quality to the Nation's aquatic resources.” Information but are not yet mapped. Except for NY, WI and Missis- .
on the progress of the inventory has always been avail- sippi, most incomplete states and counties are west of the®

able for the public. However, the actual maps were not Mississippi River. Even so, much of the land area is delin-

made public until mid 2014 when Congress demanded eated as wetlands which has huge regulatory implications.
copies from the EPA and posted them on the House

Science, Space and Technology page.
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