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Kinship 
 

You must be kidding! 
By Cynthia Baldauf

Bud, the smartest dog ever, knows so many words it is amazing 
and he understood perfectly what his owner, Gerri Weaver, of 
the Weaver Ranch in Wisdom, Mont., was asking:  “Lay down 

next to the calf...closer...closer.”  
      Without the ability to speak, he used what he had to relay his 
thoughts—a side-glance and a raised eyebrow. Ludicrous, he did as she 
asked because he respected her request.  n 

Cynthia Baldauf specializes in horse and ranch photography, sometimes with a quirky     
viewpoint. Along with her husband, Andy, she travels the West in search of stories. Contact 
her at cgbaldauf@tds.net or cynthiabaldaufimages.com. And you can check out more of her 
photos in our new full-color photo book called “Cowboys, Dogs & Horses.” See page 87.
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